
The Epilepsies
September 2026 Stakeholder Briefing on the National Plan

Taking ACTION TOGETHER



AGENDA

1. Welcome & Overview- Ilene Miller, JD, LLM
2. Plan the Plan Update - Jack Parent, MD
3. National Plan Progress - Katie Collins
4. Pass the Plan Strategy - Ilene Miller, JD, LLM 
5. Community Inputs & Feedback



MULTIPLE EFFORTS CONVERGING



PLAN THE PLAN

NPEC Update 

Jack Parent, MD, FAES
President, American Epilepsy Society









MULTIPLE EFFORTS CONVERGING



PASS THE PLAN: ON THE HILL, At HOME, AROUND THE US & THE WORLD

Ilene Miller, JD, LLM @ 
IMPRES (Austin, TX)

EAN Summer INTERNS
@ Capitol Hill 

Jack Parent, MD 
@ EEC (Athens, Greece)

Epilepsy Action Alliance
@ August Recess MtgAES & EAN

 on CAPITOL HILL 

Dr. Koh
Former HHS Sec

& EAN NAB
Cheering us on! 

Back Again! 

Kim Hindery
@ CNF CAB (Cincinnati, 

OH)



PASS THE PLAN: MANY VOICES - ONE ASK



PASS THE PLAN: FAMILY & PROFESSIONAL CONFERENCES THIS SUMMER! 

JUST A FEW MINUTES - ENORMOUS IMPACT!



PASS THE PLAN:  THANK YOU LANDIS & WHAT THE EF



PASS THE PLAN: 190 ORGS BAND TOGETHER IN A LETTER TO CONGRESSIONAL LEADERS



PASS THE PLAN: ALL EYES ON THE HOUSE

• Aug. 4 - Senate passes S.494 - 
Bipartisan, Unanimous Consent

• Sep. 15 - House Energy & 
Commerce Committee Hearing
• 17 items on the agenda
• 6 Witnesses
• Gabi Connecker testifies for 

National Plan 

28 SENATE Sponsors
99 HOUSE Sponsors
127 TOTAL Sponsors



2026 FALL Strategy: TACTICS & ENGAGEMENT OPPS
• Time intensive collaboration with Congressional Leadership re:

• Traditional Committee paths

• Potential fast-tracking paths

• Meanwhile, continue to build support and obtain 
co-sponsorships, focusing on key committees with jurisdiction

• House Energy & Commerce Health Subcommittee

• Senate HELP Committee

• Add every other Senator & Representative not represented 
nationwide! 

• Fall/Winter Patient & Professional Conference “Advocacy Take 
Five” 

• Plus targeted Fundraisers, Hill Days, Virtual Meetings, Push 
during AES



2026 FALL Strategy: 
Key TARGETS

KEY TARGETS: 

HOUSE LEADERSHIP 

Rep. Mike Johnson (LA-04)
Rep. Steve Scalise (LA-01)
Rep. Jay Obernolte (CA-23)
Rep. Frank Pallone (NJ-06) 
Rep. Diana DeGette (CO-01) 

ENERGY & COMMERCE COMMITTEE
Rep. Brett Guthrie (KY-02) 
Rep. Morgan Griffith (VA-09) 



URGE YOUR MEMBERS OF CONGRESS: TO PASS THE NATIONAL ACT FOR EPILEPSY

👤  INDIVIDUALS 🏛  PAGS/501c3s
      INDUSTRY

🏥 EPI INSTITUTES
     & CENTERS

● Use your social media channels to 
rally friends, family and colleagues to 
action - ask members to pass the 
plan!

● Use the action alert or organize 
your own letter or email writing 
campaign with friends, family, and 
other people who live in the district or 
state (constituents) 

● Meet YOUR Members: in person or 
virtual with D.C. staff or when 
members are home during a 
congressional recess

● Carve out “Advocacy Take 5” during 
your family and professional 
conferences and urge all participants to 
ask their Members to Sign On (voter 
voice) 

● Organize a letter or email (voter 
voice) writing campaign 

● Use your newsletters + social media 
channels to rally friends, family and 
colleagues to action.

● Invite Your Legislator to visit your 
center and see the impact of your care 
and research 

● Write a letter to your local newspaper 
editor about what the Plan means for 
YOUR patients

         ADVOCACY 
       TOOLKIT >>>>
       





The Epilepsies
Questions, Answers & Actions: What Will YOU DO? 

Taking ACTION TOGETHER


